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Avijit Banerjee: I am Avijit Banerjee and I am extremely delighted and honoured to be talking to Mr. Diptimoy Bhattacharya who has worked with Government of India as a linguist in Chinese language and he was also a teacher in Cheena Bhavana [China Studies Center], Viswabharati University [West Bengal, India]. Sir, we normally begin by asking what stage of your life you became familiar with China.
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I first confronted with word China through ‘China Khabar’ [Food of China] in which there was recipe of Chinese food. My family was fond of Chinese food. So through that I was confronted with word China. 
Avijit Banerjee: Ok. Sir please tell us something about your family and its background.

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I belong to the Bhattacharya family of Nadia district i.e. Nadiyarpara, Krishnagar, West Bengal.  It’s one of the oldest families of Bengal. Bhattacharya is not our original title, we were originally the Bagchi.  Our ancestral house is in Krishnagar. It’s very old house with huge ‘U’ shaped building and land vacant on its three sides. In front of house, there was an open square where the Durgapuja and Navami Puja was conducted regularly. It was an old house with many traditions. It was probably built during the times of Maharaja Krishanchandra and the Sirajuddaullah was the Nabab of Bangal. I heard that our ancestors had offered some puja in the Royal Palace and the king conferred upon them the title Bhattacharya. But otherwise originally we were the Bagchi. Most part of that house is now sold out only small portion is left where the family of my youngest uncle resides now. There are so many historical incidents associated with this house and especially the open space in front of it. During those days of freedom movement leaders like C. R. Das and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose addressed the people of that locality. The revolutionary poet Kazi Nasrul Islam sang songs there. But now we are completely disconnected from that place. 

I am the only son of my parents and I have one sister. My father was in government service he was in postal department.   
Avijit Banerjee: Was your father In Krishnanagar? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Initially he was in Krishnanagar. But then he came down to Nadia district, there is a small place called Maszia. 
Avijit Banerjee: What aboutYour mother? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: My mother was from Krishnanagar itself. She is from the place called as Chaukherpara. They belong to the family of Dewans of Raja Krishnachandra. You must have heard of Dewans Kartikchandra, Umeshchandra etc. The great singer Dilip Roy was my mother’s uncle and my maternal grandfather was treasurer at the Royal family of Krishanchandra. So both the sides were from Krishnanagar. 

Avijit Banerjee: When your schooling started?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: My father was transferred from Krishnanagar to Mazdia in Nadia District. That’s a small place. There at the age of 8, I was admitted in the New English School in class three. I was there for three years. Again after three years my father was shifted to Chuadanga so my family again shifted there. It was in Nadiya district. At the time of partition some part of Nadiya district came to India while some was transferred to Bangladesh. So now it is in Bangladesh. The school’s name was Chuadanga Victoria High school. I studied there for three years and my father got another transfer to Nawadweep. I completed my graduation from there in Bakultala High-school. I was first ranker in all the standards and very much loved by all my teachers. They felt that I exert too much for my studies but it was not so. 

Avijit Banerjee: Was this till matriculation? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, then I took admission in Krishnanagar Government Collage. I used to come daily from Nawadweep to Krishnanagar Collage by ferry by crossing Ganga and then I used to go back. Although I had an ancestral house there in Krishnanagar, family was there in Nawadweep. I passed my matriculation in 1946 and in year 1946, I lost my father. He had a premature death. He was still in the service. He was young; his age was 40-42. That was catastrophic event for us. My sister was 12 years old and studying and I was 16. That was a hard time for us and nobody came to help us. Postal authorities said you can join us. But I had my studies, so I refused there offer with thanks and told them after I finished my studies if they require me, then I will think. 
Avijit Banerjee: So you continued your studies there in Krishnanagar College….

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: No, I was confused where to go. One of my maternal aunts was staying in Calcutta. So I went to Calcutta and explained them the whole story. They gave me a shelter to stay but told me you have to make all the arrangements for college. The Aashutosh College is here in Bhavanipur. Dr Panchanan Sinha was the principal. I showed him the transfer certificate and my result of matriculation was good and considering that entire situation he was sympathetic to me. I was thinking how to manage my expenses because I had to send some money to family also. I got my sister admitted in local school. After the death of my father we had to vacate the governments quarter. So we rented some part of a house in other part of Nawadweep. While doing all this I had to do lots of tuitions. So one day while walking on Aashutosh Mukharjee Road, I saw the huge two story building. I asked whose building is this. Somebody told me its Sir Aashutosh’s building.  So Shyamaprasad Mukherjee must be here. They said yes, he is here. He was a minister in charge of commerce and industry. He was a great leader, educationist, Vice Chancellor and so on. One day he was standing in front of his house. I climbed the stairs and I saw the library ahead. One tall person was standing there; he looked at me and asked who are you and what are you looking for? I told him sir I am a student of your college which is named after you father. I told him sir I have some personal difficulty and I would be grateful if you gave me five minutes. He asked me to sit down. Luckily there was no secretary or other assistant so he could gave me a patient hearing.    
After listening to me, he asked me who told you to come here. I replied sir, I came at my own. He asked me to talk to the principal. I said sir yes, I told him about myself. He said you could have approached me through somebody rather than coming like this. I told him I am not known to anybody, any VIP or others. So I came straight to you. So it’s up to you. He said alright let me talk to your Principal. After that all my fees were waived. I got all the possible help and I could borrow even reference books from library. At that time one very young lecturer had joined us in economics department. I was admitted in intermediate arts and then it became BA Honours and economics was main subject. I met one very young lecturer. He was initially a part-timer and very friendly to me. Somebody who knew him asked me, do you know who is he? I said no. He told me he is Kusum Dutta. He advised me a lot due to my friendly attitude. He told how to get a good tuition. In that way I got tuition for daughter of Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, Raisaheb Mukherjee of that locality Baubajar. He said you are quite competent but too young as well. I told him, sir this should be treated as an additional qualification and he was impressed and I got the tuition with good salary. So in this way I was carrying out my study and teachings. 

One of classmate, Mr Hariyanand Birari, he became the Director of Intelligence and later the Governor of Haryana; told me that you complete your intermediate from here and then shift to Presidency College. That’s a good college. I am also going there and you also come. You are sure to get a first class. But I couldn’t go because of my financial situation and did my BA honours from Aasutosh College. But later on I met him in MA in Calcutta University in Economics class. However due to some family problems I had to discontinue my studies just before the final MA examination and I had to take up some government job. 

Avijit Banerjee: So you started your professional career with Government job. 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: It was in Calcutta in P & K Audit. Later I was transferred to Calcutta telephones in the year 1958. I rented a house and I was staying with my mother and sister. In 1956 during the days of Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai [Indian and Chinese are brothers], students like me and those who were not satisfied with their jobs were frenetically trying to go out of that service and trying to do something different. I was preparing for competitive examinations. I had to go to appear for my IAS examination. In the mean time I got my sister married. She had a daughter. They were all attached to me. But suddenly on the day of her delivery, she passed away and I could not go for my examination and that was my last chance of appearing for IAS. I lost that chance also. So I was trying to shift to some other job. It came to my mind that I should learn some foreign language. 

In a same way as that of Shyamaprasad Mukharjee, I went to ‘Sudharma’ residence of Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatarjee. I told him my background and expressed to him that I want to build a career in foreign language. He was a great linguistic and a Professor of Comparative Philology and concurrently he was Chairman of legislative Council of Calcutta. He suggested me you study Chinese, I said sir why Chinese? All other people scared of learning Chinese. It’s the most difficult language in world. He said that he could not do two things in his life. First, to learn Chinese completely, and secondly, to go through Vedas thoroughly. I am not telling you to do Vedas but you do Chinese studies for me. He said I being a student of comparative philology must know all the languages but I know only bit of Chinese. I can test whether you know Chinese or not but I have no time to learn it thoroughly. So he suggested me Chinese and at that time I was serving in Telephones [department]. 

One day I read an advertisement in newspaper that ‘Chin-Bharat Sanskrity’ has decided to open a city branch in Calcutta having afternoon classes. The venue was India National Hall and I went along with my friends. This is the place where they were going to open the city branch of ‘Chin-Bharat Sanskrity’. One gentleman was speaking there in a very peculiar voice. He introduced himself as Satiranjan Sen. I asked him if he is going to be the teacher. He said yes and other Chinese teachers shall be coming from time to time. His was the first batch that went to China from Santiniketan – Satiranjan Sen, Amitendranath Tagore, Venkatraman, Dr. V. Kumar, [who] was the Chinese intelligence officer later on. He also served as an interpreter of Dr Pannikar when he was an ambassador to China. He wrote a book titled as Inside Two Chinas, because he saw the regimes; the KMT and the communists. T K Shiburkar was also with them to study Chinese language.
Since this, Satiranjan Sen was from Kaviraj family. His topic was related to Chinese herbal medicine. So after he returned from China he started this organization in Thakurpukur near Jokha along with Dr Chatarjee. That time Dr Suniti Kumar Chatarjee was the president of India-China Friendship Association and also the president India-Soviet Friendship Association. He told the audience that this institute have Maha Upadhyay Shastri as its president and Suniti Kumar Chatarjee as its vice president.    
It was in 1956-57. He was asking us why you are coming here to learn the Chinese language and what is you purpose of learning Chinese. One of friend said knowing about China, going to China. One of my friend who was an amateur actor said sir, I want to become an ambassador. That was his first and last day of [his] learning there. I studied there for two years. One year certificate course and next year advance course. 

Avijit Banerjee: What were the books you studies there? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Very few books were available; ‘Speak Chinese’, ‘Read Chinese’. There were all Yale University (USA) publications and some books published from Stanford University. Chinese books were not available that time and dictionary also came much later. So this was the state of Affairs that time. I was in regular contact with Dr. Chatarjee and he used to enquire about the progress of my studies. He took keen interest in that. He said Bhattacharya, you join Calcutta University also. Calcutta University at that time had a course on Chinese Studies. One of the Chinese gentleman there Phang We Shun, was a very good teacher. He was a Chinese bureaucrat and came to Calcutta as a manger of branch of Bank of China. He despite having the hefty remuneration gave up his job and joined the primary school as a teacher. He was later taken to Calcutta University and was a great scholar. He became a friend of mine and his wife was a doctor. I used to visit their house. I think that they had a mission to create some kind of feeling among the Indians to learn Chinese language. I was doing the two things simultaneously. When this ‘Chin Bharat Sanskrity’ shifted to Calcutta it was named as ‘Prachyavidya Vihar’- “The Institute for Oriental Studies”. Prachyavidya means, Sanskrit, Tibetan, Chinese and Russian was taught there. We actually operationalized it, from fixing signboards to distributing pamphlets, all the things were done by me personally. It was located in that Chinese Buddhist temple near the lake area. There were so many classrooms, Chinese Department, Tibetan Department and so on. The great scholar Shiosi Nara was there. Now he is the Professor and head of the department of Comparative Philology, Tokyo University. He used to take classes in Golpark Institute of Culture, Calcutta. He joined us in Japanese department.   
After that Dr. Mukherjee told me to take some classes. He said we have shortage of teachers. I brought Tan We-shi here for Prachyavidya Vihar. Another gentleman Raman M Bose used to be there and was my teacher. He said you can create interests among the students. Earlier we used to bring the students. We used to convince them you read Chinese you would get good job and so on. So in that way I was very much known. One evening with my little knowledge in Chinese I was taking class. Suddenly the Police van came and I got jitters. Prof. Chatarjee was along with them and he introduced me, he is our young teacher teaching Chinese (laughs). They were Dr Humayun Kabir, the minister in charge of education and culture, Mr. M. L. Bhattacharya and other gentleman; I don’t want to mention their names. Initially I got frightened. He said don’t be nervous. He said you carry on your class and they sat on last bench. I was a bit shaky but then I went on explaining things to students. I was in any case popular among the students so they were impressed and left away. In April 1959-60, I don’t clearly remember, they asked me to proceed to Delhi to attend the interview. 

Avijit Banerjee: You did not apply there? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: No. Then I went there, I had to join the department under Home Ministry. After joining they told me you have to undergo some kind of training. I told them I am not a Chinese expert, I am just a beginner. They said we are contemplating best training that you can’t get in Calcutta. Then I took the charge. After few years they asked me to proceed to Mysore.
Avijit Banerjee: Was there an institute that time at Mysore? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: It was going to start. So I was there initially for one year and some people from Delhi also came there for one year. One great scholar from England Mr. Sahou also came there as an instructor. At the same time the Sino-Indian border problem started. There were Indian instructors and Mr Sahou was the main Chinese instructor. Later I came to know from him that he is a born Chinese. He was born during the times of KMT and had experience of war and recession days. He suffered a lot in China. His education was in Michigan. He got a law degree from there. From there he went to Indonesia and was a great friend of Dr Sukarno and later on he became a British citizen. He was a scholar of both classical and modern Chinese. In Mysore there were so many students coming from language branch. 
Avijit Banerjee: At that time was there no school of foreign languages? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, it was there in Delhi. There they completed their certificate course and came to Mysore for advance courses. 

Avijit Banerjee:  Who were the Indian instructors?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: There was one Mr. Sharma, and the other was Mr. Gupta. 

Avijit Banerjee: Was the training there both in classical and modern Chinese? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: When we went, there was no syllabus and nothing. Everything was eventually formulated. Initially we had only news papers as our reading material, all the Chinese newspapers and English newspapers. 

Avijit Banerjee: Did you got the Ren Min Ribao [People’s Daily] during that time?  

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, it was there. 

Avijit Banerjee: So, from where you used to get the newspapers? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well, the department used to provide us with so many newspapers. Later on books were available, and then came military documents also. 

Avijit Banerjee: Sir, was it under MHA [Ministry of Home Affairs]?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, people from Army, Navy, Air Force, Foreign Service probationers and Intelligence to local police also. Mr. Bhaskar Mukherjee came from West Bengal Police. Because that was the only school under the government for higher and technical studies in Chinese. At the end of the course we were asked to take the interpretership examination at Delhi under the school of foreign languages. 

Avijit Banerjee: Who was teaching there?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Mr. Shibrurkar was there and some others were there. Initially they did not allow me to take that examination. They said he has done the certificate and diploma course from Prachyavidya Vihar and Calcutta University but he has not passed the preliminary and advance courses of the School of Foreign Languages. So we can’t allow him. That time there was no BA or MA course but fulltime four year interpreter’s course was considered the highest degree. I send the syllabus and letter to Calcutta University. He strongly recommended my case to principal saying that this is a prestige issue for us. He said Mysore is a cool place and they will be having their examination in May in Delhi which is going to be very hot. He asked one extra month for acclimatization of his students in Delhi. I got one extra month to appear for the examination. I went to Delhi, studied day and night and with grace of god and topped the list. That was in 1964 after the War. 

Avijit Banerjee: Now I am asking you some personal things, when you got married? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well, I got married in 1958, when I was in telephones. During my training I was carrying my family all along. They were in Mysore and then in Delhi. 

Avijit Banerjee: So tell us something about your family. 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: My wife could not finish her studies since she had to accompany me to Mysore. So, all the time she was with me. My daughter and son were also there. My son was just a small kid. But my daughter started her schooling there in Mysore. Later I got a transfer to Siliguri under this job. Actually after we passed out from our courses, Dr Sahou retained two people with him, me and Mr. Sukhranjan Maitra .  Mr Mathalingam, was also retained for some special training in cursive writings that he was specialized in. He said to me, after he left who will be taking charge of this institute. So he said Bhattacharya will take charge of this institute. He had so much of faith in me. Ultimately he died there in Mysore. His family was in London so his body was sent there. I came to Siliguri and from Siliguri I came to Calcutta. So when I was in Calcutta in 1974, Viswabharati advertised for the post of lecturer and my department had asked me to apply there. 
Avijit Banerjee: So before going to Viswabharati, please tell us something about your children. 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: My daughter till higher secondary studied in Calcutta and then she graduated from Viswabharati University. She passed her M.Sc in Physics from Shikha Bhavana, Viswabharati. She was in the first batch of trainees to Indian Statistical Institute. After that she got married. After marriage she joined Asiatic Society. There she compiled a book titled as Cultivation of Science under the guidance of Prof. R M Sen. His research was in history of science. After that she finished her PhD in Atomic Physics from Jadavpur University under Prof. Arnab Ghose. Currently she is head of department of Physics, Aashutosh Collage, Kolkata. Her papers are published from Harvard. 
Avijit Banerjee: What about her husband? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Her husband is a renowned cardiologist. He is MD cardiac and faculty in many collages all over the world and is a leading cardiologist of Calcutta.  

Avijit Banerjee: Your son?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: My son initially studied in Calcutta. Then he was shifted to Viswabharati. While he was doing his M.Sc in Chemistry he got a chance to join Science College at Calcutta University for chemical engineering. He is a chemical engineer specialization in rubber and polymer. He is well known rubber technologists. He started his career with Birla Tyres, and then moved to Good Year, JK Tyre and ICI. From ICI he went to some trading company in Singapore. Then he became a vice president of RI International and now he is CEO of some international company.     

Avijit Banerjee: Ok Sir, please tell us something about your days in Viswabharati? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I joined Viswabharati in 1974. I joined it on deputation for two years. In 1976 he again called me back. I think Dr Surjeet Sinha was the Vice Chancellor at that time and with my joining of Viswabharati. Dr Chaterjee was very pleased. He said this is the right place for you. Now you can create experts. He said now you don’t go back. There was lots of correspondence between Viswabharati and my parent department. Ultimately they said alright we can spare him if you give the certificate that his absorption in Viswabharati is in national interest. Vice Chancellor gave him that letter. In 1978 President was pleased to release me with full benefit of my past services.  My Director said we are losing a good expert then I said sir, I shall assure you that I shall send you dozens of experts. Later I was a member of UPSC panel and when I used to take interviews, I found at least half of the students as my candidates. And then I used to tell you had lost one expert but I have flooded you with many experts. I joined Viswabharati with a mission to make the Chinese Studies popular in India. Previously these things were not there. I had to face lots of difficulties. Frankly speaking most of colleagues were not cooperating with me. They were not taking the classes regularly but were only engaged in finding fault with my teaching. There were only two courses - certificate and diploma course. There was no graduate degree. It was such a big institute but I asked what the activity is and where are the students. They said no only research; this is the place for research in Buddhism. I said Buddhism is there but that’s not the only thing and they must know the language first. Without knowing language how are they going to do a research? And for you must know classical Chinese and it requires specialization, so initially you would have students learning language and then culture because the department is for learning Chinese language and culture. So, I suggested them to start BA honours course. Before I joined Shantiniketan, Surjit Sinha, the vice chancellor had a talk with Dr Suniti Kumar Chatterjee.  Dr Chatterjee wanted to develop that department. People were sitting ideal and there were only very few students. And today you see hundreds of students are there. So we had to start this BA course. 

Avijit Banerjee: So finally the graduation course started, Isn’t it?  
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, it was started in my time and Joyeeta and others are from that first batch. After they finished their graduation, there should be Masters Degree. There was lots of resentment from my colleagues they said there are no teachers, books, and facilities here.  I said let’s try. During my visit to China, actually I visited China at the fag end of my service in 1988 at the time when both the countries were signing the Sino-Indian cultural agreement. I was there representing Viswabharati. It was in Peking in 1988, the Director of ICSSR, Dr Bharat Rajan, Minister in charge of Culture, the Deputy Minister, and Ambassador [C. V.] Ranganathan was there. I had a full discussion with Ambassador Ranganathan about my experiences in Shantiniketan. He suggested me to visit Nanjing University and others like Peoples University. I visited them and also visited Normal University. There I met his head of the department. He told me there are some 80 students from Pakistan and also significant number of students from Bangladesh. He said we try to increase the number of scholarships for Indian students so that maximum number of students can be invited not only to study language but agriculture, medicine and other things. 

Avijit Banerjee: How long you stayed in China?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I stayed in China for a month. Mr K.P.S. Menon was also there. He was a Consular General there. Mr. Bombawala was also there and they all used to come at the house of Prof. Narayan Sen. Prof. Sen’s son Tansen asked me to send him the copy of the photo we took with Mr Menon at Summer Palace. So my purpose was to popularize the Chinese Studies in Viswabharati. 

Avijit Banerjee: Who were your colleagues in Shantiniketan? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Dr. Mukherjee was there, Reena Ganguly was there, Prof Naik joined later. That time Prof. Venkatraman was the head of department. He was expert in classical Chinese. Actually there was lot of opposition from him for making a well formulated course in graduate and post graduate studies. He said this is a research institute and not a school. Ultimately, he was convinced.  
Avijit Banerjee: During that time were you getting books from China?
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, we were getting books from China. Actually when Chou En-lai visited Shantiniketan he donated shiploads of books. These books are kept in library and are a treasure for Viswabharati. 
Avijit Banerjee: Did you meet Dr. Tan Yun-shan? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, he was here when I was head of the department. Then I met another gentleman Hajimi Nakamura. There is a university in Japan named after him. 
Avijit Banerjee: So Sir, what were the contents of the course you have outlined? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well, there were eight papers and new things were introduced like China’s relations with different countries, study of Chinese political thoughts and sociology were the new things.  
Avijit Banerjee: Were you getting Chinese newspapers those days? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, there were newspapers. Initially it was difficult but later we were supplied regularly from New Delhi. 
Avijit Banerjee: Sir, Can you please mention some important people who visited Cheena Bhavana in your time? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: You see Cheena Bhavana, Viswabharati was established in year 1937. So the Golden Jubilee celebration in 1987 took place during my time. And the great scholar who was the first Chinese student of Viswabharati Mr Wei Fengjiang came for the celebrations. When late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi visited China he met her there and after the demise of Indira Gandhi, Mr Wei came to Indian Embassy in China and wrote an obituary on condolence book. Rajiv Gandhi was impressed by his words and silver jubilee celebrations and Rajiv Gandhi arranged his visit during the Silver Jubilee celebration of Cheena Bhavana. I was then head of the department. I went to Calcutta to receive him and we arranged for him in Park Hotel. He was accompanied by his interpreter. I brought him here by Shantiniketan Express train. He delivered the speech at Santiniketan.
Avijit Banerjee: Did anyone from government of India official came to visit in 1987? 
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Avijit Banerjee: Sir, Can you recall any other memories and experience during your tenure in Cheena Bhavana? Any Visit by Indian or foreign delegation? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Chinese ambassador once visited in 1987 along with Chinese diplomats. They all stayed at Ratankuthi at Santiniketan.  

In 1959, I applied for Harvard Scholarship and my application was strongly recommended and forwarded by Dr Suniti Kumar Chatterjee and Dr. Nihar Ranjan Roy. It was certain to get the fellowship. However I did not know the politics of it. Those days learning Chinese in US by an Indian and especially someone from Calcutta was looked at with suspicion. I was not allowed.     I came to know about this from Dr Ram Rahul who was my roommate in Delhi. He was the interpreter of Sir Williams Douglas who wrote the famous book Beyond Himalayas. Rahul was also a professor in school of international studies JNU and had some contacts in American embassy. He told me that this year they are not granting Chinese fellowship to any Indian but to Pakistani, and Thai students. Your friend Rabindra Bjoy Soman is granted because his subject was Buddhism and the Chinese scholarship was granted to Mrs. Nobonita Deb Sen for comparative literature, she was first wife of Amartya Sen, the Nobel Laureate.  Mr Rabindra Bijoy Soman later became Rabindra Bijoy Bulwa. He returned and joined his post and he was Head of the Pali department, Calcutta University. 

Avijit Banerjee: Sir, what are the things you taught there in Cheena Bhavan?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Modern Chinese particularly the terminologies and China’s relations with neighbouring countries like Soviet Union, Vietnam, UK and USA.  
Avijit Banerjee: So, you visited China in 1980? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, 

Avijit Banerjee: And what are the other places you visited? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well, during my service I visited only China. After I was retired I visited couple of places. 

Avijit Banerjee: Which year you retired from service? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I got extension for five years. So I was relived from service in 1993. After that I visited few places.  I visited Paris, London, Geneva, Salzburg, Vienna, Berlin; I went to Humboldt where Dr Biswadeb Mukharjee was there. Then I visited Hamburg and finally to Switzerland. 
Avijit Banerjee: Sir, did you visit these countries as a tourist? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Yes, I visited these countries as a tourist but did some China related work in my personal capacity. 

Avijit Banerjee: So, among all these countries where you find China Studies flourishing?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: In Geneva, students are very hard-working. In France, the Chinese food is very popular. The Tafa restaurant is very popular and they are doing lots of business. Chinese food is very popular in all these countries. Chinese businesses are very good in these countries. My son is visiting China very frequently and almost every month, so I am getting many Chinese things. He says that the Peking you have seen and today’s Peking is a sea difference. He says they are very good in manufacturing various goods but they are not good at marketing. 
Avijit Banerjee: What is your personal experience of Chinese? You have dealt with lots of Chinese during your government and academic career. So what is your experience of common Chinese and Chinese at the government level?
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Common Chinese are very hard working and that thing impressed me the most. If they promised to do something for you, they will do it for you. They are very sincere. 

Avijit Banerjee: What is their attitude toward common Indian people? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Actually, the common people do not bother much about the politics and other things. They are highly materialistic and they prefer the western life styles. They are highly westernized. 

Avijit Banerjee: And what is your impression about the Chinese working at the government level?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Only one thing I can tell you. They are very reserve. They talk very less unlike Indians. We like to talk very much. Let me tell you one thing. When we were students, Dalai Lama and Pancham Lama both of them came to Calcutta. We saw them in market doing shopping. So I asked Mr. Phan We Shai, sir what is you impression about these guys see they are shopping here. I had expected that he would tell me so many things about them. But he said only one thing, Bhattacharya they are very young. So that will sense you the way Chinese think and behave. 

Avijit Banerjee: So when you visited in 1988, what was China at that time? Was it developed? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well, compared to India it was already ahead in development in terms of long and straight roads, big Hotels, departmental stores, markets and so on.
Avijit Banerjee: Was it polluted that time? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well pollution happened with the industrialization.    
Avijit Banerjee: So where did you stay in China? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I stayed in Friendship Hotel. My friend Narayan Sen arranged for me there. Actually in Friendship Hotel there were many apartments where the country-experts like India expert, Pakistan experts, Nepal experts were there. The Foreign Language Publication House has got so many experts and Narayan Sen was an India expert. Every evening we used to meet together. That time so many Indians were killed due to adulterated mustard oil. So they used to ask us about that. It shows their keen interests towards India. They said if this would have happened in China the responsible people would be shot dead. In India you have Penal Code which you inherited from British but in China we have our own system. 

Avijit Banerjee: So could they speak openly against the authorities that tine?
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: It just started and I saw the posters in various universities. And later we saw Tiananmen Square incident. Few self financing American Students who came to China with lots of books and magazines brought with them the democratic ideas and the bamboo curtain was to be lifted. These books, journal and magazines were distributed among the students and that was the beginning of the student’s movement which erupted into massive protest. 
Avijit Banerjee: How were the Nanjing and other cities that time? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Well, that time it was nasty with small lanes and by-lanes. But now my son tells me that there is a tremendous development. Every month he visits China and he finds improvement. 

Avijit Banerjee: Sir, when you were working with Indian government, was the India-China relationship in a good state? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: When I joined the government, the bilateral relationship was not very good, there was no exchange. It was very difficult to get the Chinese visa. But when they came to know that I am a student of Phang Wei Sha, and an active worker of India-China Friendship Association and Mr. Bhakti Bhushan Mondal is my friend and I had come to Delhi along with him, then the Chinese granted me visa. 
Avijit Banerjee: Can you name any renowned Chinese person you met during your government tenure? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I met Dr Pang Qi Shuang who was the Director of Chinese Institute of Social sciences. I met him at the institute. He along with two of his scholars visited Shantiniketan. They were Buddhists scholars. Dr. Pang Qi Shuang, Director of institute and along with him was one lady. She was the Head of Department of Islamic Studies. I left my MA studies and joined Viswabharati. Before joining Viswabharati, there was a condition that I must be MA. My department asked me to complete MA. They gave me some leave. So I completed my MA in Islamic Studies from Calcutta University. When I visited the Institute of Social Science, Dr. Pang Qi Shuang, took me to that department of Islamic Studies. One lady was the in-charge of that department and she said Bhattacharya we both are students of Islamic Studies but we are not Muslims. She gave me Koran and other things to read.    
Avijit Banerjee: What are the association you have about China or China Studies? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Not now. Earlier I was the member of India-China Friendship Association. 
Avijit Banerjee: Is it still working?

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I have no idea. It is now for you people to take over. You can revive it. If you try to rejuvenate it, then there will be response from other side also. 

Avijit Banerjee: Please tell us something about your students? Who were they and what are they currently doing? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: Priyadarshi was my student in Uttarshikha. He has done well and he is a good singer also. 

Avijit Banerjee: What is your opinion about the present status of Chinese Studies in India? And what are your views on future of China Studies?
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: For Chinese Studies in India, there are two sides. One is the research domain which is vast and mostly unexplored. For historians, classical Chinese is must for understanding ancient China and Buddhism. For modern experts, field visits are essential. Chinese have started learning English at the primary stage of school education. We start it only at the stage of BA. For practical purposes Indian should know Chinese in detail. 

Avijit Banerjee: So Sir, should it be at the university level or at the school level in your view? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: The earlier, the better. Chinese language and pronunciations are difficult so one should learn it at the earliest stage. 

Avijit Banerjee: How do you see the present status of India-China relations and how do you see the future of it?
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: The Chinese side they talk very less you see and it is difficult to know what their intensions are? But we cannot ignore the neighbour like China. The day by day it is becoming more powerful.    
Avijit Banerjee: So how do you see China’s future? Will it continue to develop with this pace or will it slow down? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: They will continue to grow. But common Chinese people are becoming more westernized and they must maintain their identity. They should not forget their originality. There is lot of consumerism there. Young people going to discotheque, spending lots of money and so on…. This will not help them in the long run.  
Avijit Banerjee: So sir, you had left Viswabharati in year 1993. So after that what you have been doing? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: After leaving Viswabharati, I was not teaching anywhere. Only few students and people from different fields used to visit me for some guidance. For example one engineer from BPL came for some translation work related to remote control, car lock and translation of some technical things. I was not involved in any kind of formal teaching. One day I got a call from Gen. Sarkar who introduced himself as a principal of Ramkrishna Institute of Culture.  He said “We conduct here the classes in Chinese language. I have heard about you from so many people. So you come and visit our institute”. He asked me whether I was doing some teaching work, I told him previously I used to take the part time classes i.e. in Kolkata University. Every Tuesday I used to come to Calcutta and in the evening I used to teach in department of Foreign Languages and two more classes on Wednesday and Thursday and then I used to go back to Santiniketan.  He said since you have the experience of two universities why don’t you join here in Ramakrishna Mission. Here so many students are coming and we want to popularize it. In Santiniketan students are getting scholarships so we can also arrange some schemes for students. He showed some interests. On his request I joined Ramakrishna Mission. I modified their syllabus. First year, I conducted preliminary course, second year advance course. I also got so many students there from all walks of life – senior citizens, college students and lots of possibilities were there. I taught there for quite some time, at least for four to five years. Then I had to go to Bangalore for some other purposes. 
Avijit Banerjee: So when you left this institute? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: I left it in 2002. Then onwards I have not been doing any academic and pedagogical work. 

Avijit Banerjee: Besides teaching were you also involved in some kind of interpretations? 
Diptimoy Bhattacharya: No, now I am doing some different kind of work. Now I am an honorary chairman of an NGO. It is Social Awareness Programme and Nursing Association called as SAPNA.

Avijit Banerjee: So what kind of work are you involved in? 

Diptimoy Bhattacharya: We work for spreading awareness about HIV-AIDS, education and health of poor children. Presently we are working in the Sundarban areas in West Bengal. So now in am engaged in this social work. 

Avijit Banerjee: Thank you, Sir; it was my pleasure talking to you.

______________ 
