Association of Asia Scholars

Oral History Project on China Studies

Interviewee: His Excellency, Ambassador Paranjape

Interviewer: Dr. B R Deepak 

Would you please tell us about you family history background and what facilitated your first journey to China?

My father was professor of Sanskrit and I am his student. So I studied Sanskrit under him from the age of 5 till 20. I did my Matriculation, Bachelor, and Masters in Sanskrit. I took Sanskrit with grammar and studied ‘Vedas’ for some time. So my basic educational training is in Sanskrit and it is due to my father. I passed many examinations in Sanskrit. My father was very intelligent person, very extraordinary in some sense and he never believed in any ordinary thing. I took it from him that not to believe in any damn thing. He believed that life is absolutely useless in doing day do day activities. Apart from that he never spoke loudly or unnecessarily. He was very quite. In my private discussions with him he narrated me the stories of Harappa and Mohonjodado. He was very learned scholar. One question, which worrying me was a question of time but I could not discuss it with him so I had discussed it many international scholars. He was very well read, but he never spoke. In his early days, he worked as a Secretary of Bhandarkar Research Institute in Pune. Bhandarkar was a great Indian scholar. My elder brother had also studied Sanskrit and he was in Germany for 10 years. My second brother was chemists and third brother he was in different town. I had one elder sister she is now 95 years old another sister passed away. I am the youngest in my family. 

So what about your own family? 

Well, I married very late. I married at the age of 50. I have two sons, both of them are in UK and my wife is also there with them, they will be coming here in 15 – 20 days. My wife took a good care of them and she has a great role in their upbringing. Both of them are earning handsomely in UK. They are bankers. But I haven’t seen them for ages. I am very fond of my younger son. But my elder son is also very smart. He works in ‘Accenture International’. They are doing business mainly with America and Europe. But they are not interested in coming here back. I asked him to come back several times but he has no interest. 

So sir, what about your schooling and higher education? 

My father was a life member of Deccan Education Society founded by Mr. Agarkar. My father used to get very low salary just 140 Rupees despite having French Doctorate. But we were staying in a Bungalow given by school. The entire school and college education was free.

What about the Curriculum Sir,      

Curriculum was the same as per the University system even if it was Sanskrit. 

So how do you relate the institutions and learning at your time and now? What kind of changes do you see?

Tremendous changes have taken place. Now there is no Sanskrit left any more. Today Sanskrit has no meaning left except for philosophy. There is grammar in Sanskrit and semantics. Semantics is the oldest thing Indians had invented. It’s very difficult to explain you all this. There were “Prashachtyaga’s. These are the Vedic books, which tells you about the ancient Vedic translations.

The Indian Devnagri script is very scientific and our semantics are one of the best in the world and we don’t know about it. 

Panini also wrote about it in Mahabhasya… 

Yes, it’s a very good book but it is about grammar and not about semantics. 

One of the senior scholars in China, Prof. Ji Xialin also wrote about all this. 

I know him. He was a very young when he joined us. 

Ji Xialin was very good in Sanskrit. He studies Sanskrit in Germany. His main area of focus was Central Asia. But Chink Mou was much better in Sanskrit than Ji Xialin. But Mr. Khanna brought him him with recommendation of Prof. Wu Shou. Do you know about this? 

No I have just heard about it. 

He was our supervisor. So Ji Xialin was an ordinary student. He knows little about the Sanskrit in Bharat (India). 

But in China he is projected as a Scholar of very high repute.        

I know how Chinese projects their scholars. I read his recent book. I am not remembering the tile of it. I know his caliber. Chink Mou was far better than him. Chink Mou had his education of Sanskrit in Banaras, so he knew grammar. He was very well and personally my good friend also. I attended his marriage as well. Ji Xialin had a wife she was from Shandong. Anyways but Chink Mou was a good scholar and knew Sanskrit very well. 

So tell me sir, how did you develop interest in Chinese and when did you first come in touch with language, and China Studies?   

That’s because I went to China. 

So when did you go to China first time? 

That was in 1947. 

The year when India got independence…

That time Professor Wu Shou was the Professor in University. Our entire professors were good. I learned Chinese because of two things. First, I had got lot of help in University. Secondly, I attended lectures from 8 o’ clock in the morning till 12 O’ clock in the night. No one else attended this much. So our university was very useful. 

So which University was this? 

This was in Peking University. We used to stay nearby Peking University and Prof. Wu Shou used to stay next door. He sued to take us to temple and sometimes to restaurants.   Our professors were very good; especially Prof. Lou was a renowned linguist. I got interested in Chinese and I wanted to learn Chinese.  

So, how come you got interested in Chinese? 

You see, I went to China I mixed with Chinese. All my friends were Chinese. I had excellent rapport with Prof. Wu Shou and Prof. Lou. Not only professors, my friends used to take me to the temples; restaurants, to many places and they introduced me to the variety of Chinese life. There were few very good authors like Lou Shou, 

Ohh you have also met Lou Shou and all?       

Yes, he was a friend of my Professor so I met him. So the things were very different that time. You could meet many peoples. I met so many peoples living life normally apart from Communists. Many peoples were Communists. I met peoples working underground in Peking. You see Dr. Wu Shou was very liberal and generous man. He never bothered us unnecessarily. So lot of agitation was there amongst the students against the Kuomintang government because it was corrupt government. 

So the point is you meet so many peoples and I was more interested in learning Chinese society, language etc.  

So what kind of lectures you were attending in University? 

In the beginning, what government had done was very good. They put us into American school, which was meant for beginners. So there we started learning. In the beginning I did not understand anything. But slowly I started mingling with rest of the society and interacting with peoples from University, visiting market, and other places. So in that sense it was very different society. 

It must be very traditional that time, in terms of food, dress and every other thing. 

The peoples used to meet our professors were very different and they were mostly……………..(Chinese- in audible). They mostly used to teach Confucius. 

i.e. Confucian Classics……………………………………..these subjects.  

They taught us in the traditional manner. We could not understand few things since they were very philosophical. ……………………………..(Chinese)..
But out philosophy has much higher standards in terms of thinking, which they never had. But they were good in terms of their common protocols that when you are inviting someone or going to visit someone, one must always offer gifts.     

So this gift culture was traditionally there? 

Yes, it was always there. So if you are invited for a dinner you must always go with a gift. They eat well, drink well, and exchange presents. Old peoples in there 70’s used to drink very well and invite you to drink also. 

So what about your daily routine that time apart from attending classes? 

I had no other routine. I used to stay in hostel and we have common food there. Other than that they’re so many things to learn in Chinese. When I went to University, in first six month I could not understand a single lecture because all lectures were in Chinese and many of the words were simply unknown to me for a long time. Finally I wrote down everything in English and fortunately the boys and the girls were very good and they helped me in understanding the word. 

So you were attending classes with Chinese Students only. There were no separate courses for Chinese Students and Foreigners? 

No, I used to attend classes with Chinese students only. For example the word “Fung Ko”, means ‘boundary’. I didn’t know the meaning of this word. So Chinese students wrote it down for me. But anyways it was nice to be with the Chinese boys. In those days most of the boys had no families. 

So any reflections on the your exchanges with Chinese students, your teachers, and eminent personalities of that time?    

I did not meet the eminent personalities. I met Mr. Padikar.
He was an ambassador, useless person and I disliked him. Ambassador Padikar and Second Secretary Sinha both were cheats. Sinha was Meera’s husband he was useless fellow. I asked Meera why did you marry this man. He used to boss her. Meera was young that time. She came with Bhutani and Natwar. Natwar was one of the worst fellows. He never learned any thing. 

He was also with your batch of students or he came later? 

He came much later. After me Meera, Barrister and Natwar came. Natwar would never go to University because it was below his dignity. I never likeed him. He used to call me. “KaKa” means I was spy, the children’s used call me there as a ‘KaKa’. So when we came back to Ministry, there also he used to call me “KaKa”. I told him one day you have no right to call me with that name. Call me Mr. Paranjape. He was utterly useless person. You can’t imagine. All the time he used complained against his superiors. 

So for how many years you stayed in China and when you went first time to China? 

I stayed there for 10 years. See in 1950 first time, I just came back for few days. Nehru invited me. Yes, Menon knew me; he is Shiv Shankar’s grandfather. That time I had decided to move to Shantiniketan for teaching because there was no other place. He phoned me asked what are you doing? I said nothing. Then why don’t you come to Delhi and work as an interpreter to ambassador in Chinese Embassy. Do you have any difficulty? I said no. Mr. Menon was very nice to me he was fist foreign Secretary of India. He took me to PM Nehru. So Nehru asked me will you be able to work with us. I said I would give my best. So then he only asked me how are you going to come in the evening. He was hosting a dinner and he invited me for that. I said as usual in Pant and Shirt. He said you couldn’t come like that. You have to be in formal dress i.e. you have to be in Chicken Kudta and Chudidar Paijama. I said I don’t have because I was coming from Pune. He said see yaar, your size resembles to that of Mr. Mathai. He called Mathai and told him show him your wardrobe and see if there is something that can fit him. So I put on the Chudidar and Kudta with some difficulty. 

Was it the start of your of professional career in life in that sense?

Yes, I joined Foreign Service. In first 15 days I had some difficulties. Since I studied in University I never stood up for anybody. So once I was in the interpreter’s section. Jagat Mehta was the Under Secretary. So when he entered everyone stood up but I didn’t. He said who is this man. So he ordered to dismiss me. I said all right. So I went to say goodbyes to KPS Menon. KPS said why are you leaving; we have plans for you. So I showed him Jagat Mehta’s letter. So then he said could you wait for few days in New Delhi. In next few days we will do appointments for the post of diplomatic officers. So we want you to be there. But I had no money to stay. Then fortunately, I had a friend in Ministry, Mr. Thorane he was very enterprising and he was also working as an interpreter. He said you would not go back, you would get a job here. So he said there no problem of you not getting job here. He took me on his cycle to The Air India Office. Air India had an external Services Division in which I was appointed as supervisor for Chinese division. So I got some money and I stayed in Delhi. 

In the mean time KPS Menon had said you wait for some time, we are going to advertise for a post and I am sure you will satisfy the eligibility criteria. 

So after four months the advertisement flashed, I applied and I was selected. The selection was done by UPSC and Mr. P. N. Chakaravarti was there. So then I was sent to Peking. 

So that was your second visit to Peking? 

Yes, it was in 1951. So then I went to Peking and immediately in 1954 Nehru visited China and in 1956 Chou Enlie came. So I was more familiar with Nehru. I was virtually acting as his secretary when he was in China. Nehru also liked me and everything went off very well. We went to many places; Shanghai, Canton etc and then Nehru asked me why don’t you come to Delhi. So I went to Delhi and work there.

So when you went to China again that again the Kuomintang Government was not there and Communists Government was in power so, what kind of changes did you observe during that transition phase? 

Tremendous changes had taken place in China. 

So how peoples were reacting and how the transformation had affected them? 

Peoples were subdued you know. Communists Government had established firm control over China and it was very ruthless it its approach. Corruption was strictly limited. Mao and Chou Enlie were controlling China. No doubt Mao was very brutal but Chou Enlie was much more restraint. Life was absolutely strict and there was no freedom. Luxuries were banned and many restaurants were shut down. Later they were opened but first time it was a very austere period. 

So sir, you have witnessed Kuomintang era, Mao’s era, Deng’s era and the next generations. You have been watching them for now, so how do you find each generation different from their successors?   

You see, Chang Kai Shek was totally corrupt. Mao was very strict and brutal. Deng changed the Mao’s economic policies. He liberalized the Chinese economic system and entirely changed it. Deng was a man of great decision. I met him with Foreign Minister Vajpayee in 1979. But at that time Vajpayee had proposed that we should find out the solution to border problems. But Deng didn’t have clear reply. He said what is required is to build the trust for achieving such objective so we must move on and restore our relations in other areas. We should start economic cooperation. 

But there is popular perception among our generation of China scholars that Deng was only interested in maintaining the status quo in post 1962, which was not acceptable to India. 

No, you see border problem was discussed in 1962. It was very few. But then Deng came and he maintained status quo and now it is entirely different. They had brought in different issues, which were not there earlier. You know the border problem, I know the border problem we had discussed it for years now. 

Yes, you were the part of 1960 Border Problem Negotiation Group.  

In 1959 Chou Enlie came and he was far more open to the negotiation. He went on saying to an extent that if you want this you take this. 

So then why didn’t we accept what he was saying in 1959?

Nehru was foolish, you know, in many ways. As far as the politics is concerned, Nehru was foolish. Nehru was foolish on border question, and relations with China. Nehru was foolish on Kashmir issues, on Pakistan. On all these issues, he was over attached to Russia. In some way it was all right but in some ways it was not. He did mistakes on important policy decisions.   

So when you were part of border problem negotiation group with your Chinese counterparts, what were the strategies of Chinese and Indians?

Chinese those times were very generous. Chou Enlie was very receptive to Indian side and he especially emphasized very harmonious relations with India. 

So why you feel Nehru such a visionary leader behaved in that way? 

No basically wrong peoples advised him. They all were very useless peoples. Nehru was a visionary leader but he was in the hands of such a peoples…I don’t know…. what happened really …… I remember in 1954, when Chou Enlie came that day evening at around 2.00 Chou Enlie narrated his views and he also had to listen to our Prime Minister. He made certain proposals. First, as far as border is concerned, we shall never adopt any unpeaceful means. Second, whatever the border problem may be we should solve it by peaceful means. It was a very good proposal and he narrated it nicely. Next day morning Nehru said we, don’t accept because our border is not with you. All kinds of non-sense you see. Chou Enlie was astounded. 

But now it is more complex and that time Chou Enlie and Nehru could have resolved it.  

Chou Enlie could have resolved it, because he had that stature. Mao heavily criticized Chou Enlie in 1959. But still the prestige of Chou Enlie in the party was very high and Mao could not bring that down. Mao tried to change the Chou Enlie till the end. Till 1976 he tried to get rid of him but couldn’t manage. 

Many scholars in now say, that Chou Enlie died earlier because Mao wanted him to die before him. 

Mao did many things against Chou Enlie. Mao even replaced his doctors treating him. But Chou Enlie kept his patience. So he was a very different leader.   

So, any reflections on your interactions with Nehru…..

Well, I didn’t have many formal or informal interactions with Nehru. It was mostly on diplomatic occasions and not on any policy consultations. 

Was he an arrogant person? 

No no ….he was very formal and regular. He used to have his breakfast with four of them. Nehru, Indira, Firoz and Sanjay. No talk in between. 
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So Nehru was very caring person and very formal in his nature. But Indira was absolutely careless and she didn’t even bother for him. So it was a great tragedy of his life. He wanted some woman and he found Mountbaton’s wife who was a traitor. 

So sir, how do you compare these two personalities Mao and Nehru since you watched them so closely. 

No, there is huge difference between them. Mao was very brutal and harsh. He had his own way of doing things sometimes very whimsical. Nehru was idealist; especially in foreign policy matters he never understood politics. Mao understood politics very well. 

Mao used diplomacy and military very well. 

Well, China has a large military. In that sense Gandhi and Mao had certain things common in them, but not with Nehru. Gandhi’s whole idea was different and as far as issues of bringing the nation together, Mao was better. 

Another issues sir; going back to the border negations of 1954, 56, from Chinese side Chou Enlie was very much the part of negotiating process, a senior leader with his young group. So from Indian side amongst the top leadership who was the part and parcel of the negotiation group? 

What top leadership, this Jagat Mehta was there. He was just interested in building his career. He was useless person. 

Then Mr. S. Gopal was there…

S. Gopal was another useless person.  

B. N Rao was there. 

Yes they were there. But they never came into picture. Whatever Jagat say was to become final. Jagat was supported by Gopal. His father was president so Gopal became a director of historical division otherwise he had no qualification.   

So from the external Affairs ministry side whatever Jagat Mehta, would say became final for Indian side, so why there was no minute scrutiny at the higher political level?

 Forget it. Foreign Secretary never bothered about it because Prime Minister just signed the documents.  

So that means we have take the things seriously? 

What seriousness, Jagat Mehta was a useless fellow. I remember Jagat Mehta created tremendous amount of furor when he got retired. After his retirement he once said India’s China policy must be changed. Jagat you are saying this, who had created China policy like this. All the wrong decisions and now you are saying this has to be changed, how will you change it. He was very hard working but only career oriented. He wanted to become a foreign secretary. 

So at that point of time Indian diplomacy failed?       

There was no Indian diplomacy. Jagat Mehta was not a diplomat he was a Navy man. Somehow these peoples got recruited and they became in charge of diplomacy. 

Brijesh Mishra was also there…..

Yes, but he never said anything. He was a sensible and made right judgment.

He became a principal secretary during Vajpayee’s tenure and was also National Security Advisor. He hails from a diplomatic family. His father was a very renowned. 

So considering the history of India China border problem and you being a lifetime witness to that problem, do you think that the two countries are now going in right direction?

No. 

They are not in right direction…. ok …

Basically there is a suspicion towards China. If China could remove the suspicion then things can improve. 

So suspicion is from the Indian side or from both Indian and Chinese side? 

It is more from Chinese side. 

So, why they are suspicious about India?

Well, Chinese are very different peoples. 

Yes, as far as my understanding goes, they are very pragmatic peoples. If they want to do anything they will just do it whether right or wrong.  

Yes, they do it and some kinds of worries never worry them. 

So I think during diplomats you know primarily conducted 1950’s and 60’s border negotiations and now also diplomats are conducting these. So don’t you think that now politicians being the highest policymakers should take up the matter and finish this problem once and for all? 

Politicians do not want to take up these issues. They are lazy peoples. During Nehru’s time the politicians were responsible and moral in their conduct. Today it’s all political cynicism.    

So you feel that there is no political will to resolve these issues? 

There is no politics so where is the political will. 

But thereby we are projecting a very pessimistic picture of India.  

Its unfortunate, but it’s true for our country.            

Session II:
What should Indian Government do in order to understand China better? 

Nothing. Well, I had visited the office in Ministry last year and I found the staff is poor. Girl is better. 

You meant to say in diplomatic circles?

Yes, the girl is doing better. We are in any case not very keen. The whole problem with government is that, there is no policy as such; vis-à-vis china. Now China has become important and our policy is started to develop, but then we don’t know what to do with it. They want lot of business peoples. Diplomatic community in India doesn’t know China. Nirupama Roy, ambassador to China, she is good. I asked her questions about certain recent developments, she explained me properly.      

Yes, I had a meeting with her in Peking and she showed a lot of interest in my book India and China from 1949. 

She is good and especially on border issues she knew it well to handle. But how much she is able to interact and expand her relations with Chinese peoples, I have my own doubts about it. 

I don’t think so …..

Yes, she is not that interested; this is the impression I got because, because when I asked her with whom she is in contact with found she is not contact with many peoples. In Universities, education world, cultural world she does mot have so many contacts. Otherwise she is good in her work. 

Because when I was in China, political councilor, cultural councilors, they asked me to have interactions with our secretaries, but I found the level of those secretaries is not of mark. 

Are… forget about the secretaries the councilors and others are absolutely useless.

In fact one of the fellows literally told me that I am here to watch the Olympics and not to do any diplomacy for India. 

That is the whole damn difficulty. The officers are not properly trained and guided about what they should do. There are plenty of things to do in China, but if one is not interested then there is no purpose.  

In earlier days you used to get training in Hong Kong and in mainland. 

Not in Hong Kong, I was in Peking and moreover I was interested in learning not in anything else. So I spent some 10 hours nearly a day for learning Chinese and it is very fascinating language.

It’s true in order to understand Chinese you need to have knowledge and understanding of Chinese. 

Yes, Chinese classics and once you know it then you realize that our Sanskrit is much better than Chinese. This is just a comparison but our boys just don’t bother to learn Chinese. There are so many councilors but they have no interest. China is huge country and there are plenty of things. But they don’t have knowledge and interest. 

Well, this is all about diplomatic circle but we as an academic, how should we strengthen our analysis on China?

Unless you are in University or in College, but even there also I found my own colleagues who were basically party workers, so they were very serious and committed. They used to leave their books and literature on Marx in my room because of the Kuomintang threat. So they were very serious and sincere and there is no question about it. But as far as the society is concerned party is doing many things today, which is not correct. I told them this explicitly but you see when party becomes strong these things often happen and they tend to ignore the things. So there is lot resentment amongst the peoples now. 

Its there especially in rural areas…

Yes, its there.  

The social imbalance is increasing there…..

Yes, that is why I was talking to Taiwanese people. Taiwanese has got a tremendous advantage but they doesn’t seem to realize it, because of the inferiority complex vis-à-vis Mainland China, because of the previous war records. But today Taiwan is a democratic country. They have ventured into democracy and economically also they are very advanced. So I personally feel that they should not be so defensive and needs to adopt an aggressive posture. They are nice people and they were sending delegation to China, I felt China is much backwards compared to them. They have lot many things to give since they have got a technology from USA.     

So then what Indian government should do? Because; India has to maintain a balance in its policies towards Mainland China and Taiwan. 

Indian government is not interested in Foreign policy you go to the ministries and you will find the terrible affairs there. Shiv Shankar is bright but Pranab Mukharjee is useless and opportunists. Except for Prime Minister Nehru every other person did a tokenism. As far as our policies towards Taiwanese are concerned we can do a lot. 

What precisely would you suggest? 

We should cultivate Taiwanese. They are not inferior by any chance towards Mainland China. Today situation has changed and they have to be more aggressive. We should increase out technological exchange with them. Our ministries are in darkness. China doesn’t mean anything. In fact most of the peoples escape going to China. 

Yes, in diplomatic circles they do not like postings in China….

Yes, they just want to go to Europe and United States of America. These are absolutely selfish motives. They are not thinking in terms of country. Lot of work needs to be don’t towards China its not like its not worth. 

But in this atmosphere of political misunderstanding and mistrust between the two countries will persist, so what should we do in order to form a constructive relationship and to do away with hits kind of mistrust or misunderstanding. 

You see, Chinese will trust you only if you have a strength. So we must have a economic strength and defence strength. If these both are there Chinese will automatically be nice to you. But if you are weak Chinese will not care for you. Other thing is Chinese are practical peoples. They know that there is not much advantage to gain from India. 

Yes, thus we are very peripheral on their policies. 

We are nowhere on their policies. Even though we are a big country we do not have the material power. Besides that both our government and governance are not effective. What kind of Cabinet we have. China is very easy country to deal with. If they have interest they will do that. If we want we can be economically powerful. 

Yes, but trade and economic relations between the two countries are improving rapidly and the growth rate is very high. China has replaced US with India as a largest trade partner. 

Yes, but we are importing more from China and are supplying very less.  We are just buying from China and exporting them raw material. That does not show our strength. Your strength lays in higher exports and productivity. These are the things, which should be discussed consistently at he higher level.

But in this scenario don’t you think India should fund China Studies more seriously and promote research institutes?

No one is interested because Chinese is a difficult language. There are few peoples going now for business purposes to Chinese Universities. But government does not pay attention to them. We should support more students to go to Chinese universities, but in reality there is no policy. So there is a big vacuum there.             

I am talking about pedagogical approaches in Indian universities to strengthen the Chinese Studies….

 Let me tell you few things. If there is an employment more students will come in. Amongst the students so far there are so many girls and very few boys. Now there are some boys coming because they are getting employment as interpreters. The level of that interpretership is not very poor and not so good, because of lack of efforts. Interpretation is nothing, for ex. I was doing interpretation for Chou Enlie and other peoples. I learned slowly. Once I remember Radhakrishnan’s visit, very arrogant fellow. Radhakrishnan asked Joint Secretary to write for him. He told me to do that. So I asked him, could you give me some ideas as to what I should say. I would like to have some advise. I was young man. He said I never write my speeches. I speak extemporarily. All non-sense. Then I checked all his speeches he had done before at different places. Nothing different just same. In fact, I found his philosophy very poor. He doesn’t understand philosophy. I am a student of philosophy. I have much better appreciation for Indian philosophy than what he had done. He was useless. So I translated and he asked how did you do, I said managed. So what I am saying is a matter of efforts. I had nothing else but contempt for this fellow. 

So when Radhakrishnan went to China, were you there in China?             

Yes, I was there. 

So you must have seen the expressions of Chinese leaders vis-à-vis Indian leaders. So how Chinese leaders perceive Indian leaders? 

Well, amongst the Chinese especially Mao was highly skeptical of Indian leaders. He gave them the courtesy but apart from that there was no talks and other things. Russians were different. Amongst Indian leaders Nehru was very charismatic, but he could not get on Mao because Mao was different person and mentality. 

What was Nehru’s inclination, towards KMT and other things?  

Nehru was very democratic in his approach. But Mao was very different person. There were four meetings between them. Nehru’s views were different. He was very democratic but Mao was very dictatorial and self-centered. They were very different peoples and Mao explained his diplomatic policies very clearly and he was not vague.    

What about the Indian policies? 

Indians tend to be vague in certain times because that precision doesn’t come in out thinking.  

You mean to say that it is our instinct to be vague. 

Yes. 

So what you feel; how we should come out of it?

Well it is only by concentration. If we concentrate we can be precise. You see, Gandhi used to speak with great vigor. He used to concentrate. He thought about everything. For Ex. when it comes to the independence Gandhi focused very precisely on means of it. Nehru was very vague and that was the difficulty. This is the problem with all our present leadership and they all are very vague. There is no clarity of goals. 

Sir, you have been on various selection committees, especially selecting the talents for higher posts and in academic institutions. How do you find, how do you rate the quality of students getting selected. 

The quality of the students is not bad. In fact they are good with fine brains. There is no doubt our peoples have got brains. But they achieve their objectives and the posts they forget everything and become the end point for them. Indians have got brains but we never utilized them properly. From Upanishad I can tell you, what has been said in Upanishad 5000 years back even western scholars cannot philosophize to that extent even today. Indians brains are one of the finest in world.  

So how should we diversify this our strength?

No, what we need is the concentration, practice, and education. You see this whole pursuit of money is spoiling our generations. You must concentrate on your education. I learned in very poor conditions. There were hardly any facilities but I was interested in learning. My father was very simple but he had explanations for everything. I was happy to have my father he knew so many things.  

Was he aware of China Studies? Did he inspire you at certain stage?

Chinese Studies in India are very poor, but excellent in China. During my college days I studied Sanskrit. But when I went to China, Chinese teaching is very good. Literature Phonetics, semantics, and classics everything was good. 

Yes, they have classified everything….

In India we d not have this and we are not also bothered about it. Our professors hardly teach subjects. They teach only textbooks and they will not go beyond textbooks. 

Chinese have compiled the textbooks we teach in India. So don’t you feel we should compile our own textbooks in India? 

Well it’s good if we compile our own books and it depends on our understanding and deep knowledge of the language. That’s where I think JNU scholars are good. 

Yes, you see I have been in the pursuit of compiling textbooks for Indian students….

You must learn literature; poetry, history etc and all these things together make China and Chinese Studies completely. Of course it is not my business. But I was interested in Chinese Poetry whether its old or new poetry. New poetry I did not read so much. But old poetry I read. 

I am translating classical poetry and it will be published in few months sir. 

This is very good and we must study these kinds of things, which are more important and lasing. 

You can see the print of Chinese culture in that, you know, Chinese lifestyles and different aspects of it. 

Yes. These are very good. This must be taught in schools and colleges. But just teaching textbooks will not be enough. Textbook teaching is wrong model of teaching in India. In UK they teach, reference books in details and I met one scholar and his knowledge on Maratha history was illuminating. I appreciated him. Just doing degree is not important. What is important is whether you know your subject or not? Whichever the subject may be, Marathi, English, Hindi or Chinese you must know the subject. This is where our University education lacks precisely and University professors are lagging. 

The changes, which are happening within China at a social, political and economic level, that deep content also need to be incorporated simultaneously I think. 

Chinese are very serious about their education. When I went there and discussed things with them, I told one of the Chinese officers that many things they are doing are wrong. He said what is wrong. I said should I tell you what is wrong. You are a party member. I told him many things you are doing are extremely wrong. He was receptive, he said what you are saying in not incorrect but there is other side. I said other side is there, but that is not very important. Your party things are not that important, otherwise your party will go down. 

China has changed a lot in last 56 years…

They have changed but in very austere way. It was because of Deng Xiaoping. Mao held everything and Deng did away with all that…and that is not bad. 

Chinese feel proud that they have gained material wealth, their living standard is quite high and especially when we are there they say you have nothing. Your growth rate is 9 % but where it is seen? What are the parameters of this growth? There are no buildings; there is no infrastructure.   

They have improved there is no doubt about that and to that extent there confidence has grown up and they are now earning more. Chinese have a quality of hard work. They have a work culture. They have got infrastructure in their universities. So there is a consciousness among them. But we behave in such a way as if we owe something to someone. Suppose if I am teaching somebody I must know my subject. This is one of the ways and then the things will change automatically.

So what are the other things we should know from China other than their work culture? 

Chinese work culture is very good; there is no question about that. There is more consciousness about doing things. Suppose if you ask a Chinese to come at a 5.00, you see, he will be there by that time. Our Indian chap will never turn up. You ask Chinese to perform certain tasks and you will find task has been accomplished. These kinds of traits are inherent in Chinese. Unfortunately we Indians don’t have that. Indians have brainpower. 

Well that may be because of our philosophical traditions that we question everything and think over again and again. Whereas for Chinese once the task is assigned he will never question it. 

Well Chinese never question the to that extent we do. We have brains. They are very important but still we are way behind. 

So don’t you think that in the context of rising China it is important that China Studies in India should be strengthened at various levels and the government must out up some efforts, because in China I saw there are so many research institutes and universities are offering courses in Indian Studies and India Studies in China are strengthened at various levels. Last time when I was in Shandon where the international conference was there and the same time the conference of South Asian Council of Chinese Experts was taking place and there were some 200 or 300 experts in all walks of life you know. Politicians were there but primarily academicians and there were also peoples from military who were doing research on India. Don’t you think Chinese studies should also be strengthened in India? Because overall we do not see not more than 100 experts in India, the real China experts…..

Well, you are right. In ministries I saw complete darkness and nobody cares this is the difficulty. Now you see, Vidya was only interested in writing book and not doing the proper research. It cannot be done for the sake of money. There is nobody pursuing it for the sake of knowledge. This is the whole difficulty. I taught him at the earlier level. Vidya was writing for all the time, taking down notes. Unlike our Deshpande, GP Deshpande was writing utterly useless stuff. I asked him why do you write this kind of stuff. His elder brother was good and his father was my father’s friend. GP was also carried away by this other things and not by scholarship. He is here in Pune, but I never contact him. 

But they are considered as first generation China scholars in India……

What generation you are talking about. I examined him and I was very happy that Deshpande from our village had come. So I tried to get scholarship for him to study in China and that was long time ago. Later I found that he writing all the time and doing propaganda in JNU all the time. 

It might be due to their party affiliation because they were from left group. 

What party….. You must know what is Right and what is Left…. you must understand Marxism. Our so-called Marxists are also not serious. Peoples who were real Marxists they hardly spoke. Let’s not go into it but we Indians are very superstitious. 

But don’t you think so government should take some initiative? 

But government is useless what can you do. Government represents the kind of peoples who are substandard. 

But thereby you are giving me very pessimistic picture you know. 

I am very pessimistic. Not because whether we can or cannot do it. Indians are capable of doing many things, yet there is no leadership. If Gandhi was there he was leader. Although he was poor and never lived in a very ostentatiously, he had ideas. Now we do not find such leadership. 

Because you see if India needs to think about China in better way, we must strengthen China Studies in India for which you require infrastructural support and institutional base. 

You are absolutely right. But for this the government must be convinced first. They find it wastage of money and time both.

It’s only for those bureaucrats who are into policy making. 

The question is if the China policy becomes important. But in our case there is no China policy. Second China is important and you know that you have to engage with it at every stage. I feel that China is important but investing in China Studies is a long-term affair. We do not have policies for long-term interests. We have very short-term goals we want everything to be done in one or two years. If there is a stringer government and if they have a vision then everything will change. That doesn’t happen because there is no vision. I was in Delhi and I knew many things but what’s a use of it. Nehru was very conscious about his responsibilities. Whether right or wrong that was different but he was awake for 24 hours. It is no longer there. 

While you were in Delhi you were involved in many debates on China, theoretical as well as of practical significance. So what after you shifted to Pune?    

Pune is attributed as one place, but I don’t anywhere and no one comes to me these days except for scholars like you. 

Sir, when I was in Peking last time the Vice Chancellor of Pune University Narendra Jadhav, He was in China and I was also there in that gathering and he was contemplating on starting China Studies in Pune University., but I don’t know what happened after that… May be you would know something? 

I have no idea and I am not convinced the way Narendra Jadhav is functioning. I am also not satisfied with the way things are happening in Ministries. I have seen him and read his speeches he is from reserved background. He will host everyone, because he will get a free trip and then once you have wrote on China, you are naturally impressed and then you want to do something. But ringing third grade teachers will not help you in China Studies. You must have proper studies. Forget about the Chinese Studies the state of affairs in other studies is also worrying in Pune. 

So your interaction with China Studies is almost negligible after coming to Pune?

When I was in China, Chinese were very much interested. They still come here and they do talk. I had a talk with Taiwanese as I told you and I told him that what Taiwan is doing at his stage is wrong. 

So any associations with government in terms of consultations or any risk analysis in public or in private?

Nothing. 

So government officials did not approach you at any level? 

Not at all. 

But this is very strange. The person of your stature you know having seen entire transformation of China from KMT to till now and the government did not sought your consultation? 

The government did not bother. When I was in service I was very keen on China. Peoples are not interested now. Our foreign Secretary and other officials no one is bothered. 

No why are you worrying unnecessarily. 

No actually the resources, which we have actually. As such we have very limited resources you know when it comes to Chinese Studies and when we have some resources I think government should utilize these resources properly. 

You see, I knew JNU and I knew DU. In Delhi University Vidya was there. His China policy was in many ways American. In JNU Tan Chung was there. Tan Chung was better in many ways. But then I told him look yaar, give more importance to phonetics and semantics. He never did that. He used same teaching textbooks. That will not do. You trained peoples to understand China and to know something more about China. So you must send maximum students to Peking. 

Now the scholarship seats have been increased from 12 to 25 but still very limited you know. Then there is another agreement whereby India sends almost 100 scholars to China and China sends their 100 scholars to India. i.e. for a short time not even for one month. But that will not serve the purpose. 

Chinese will use it for their own purpose. 

Chinese are using it because most of the delegations, when last time delegation came and Utun Qo Wa led it. He was the secretary in Tibet and he is secretary of youth league now in China. But recently he had been shifted as a governor. So he led the team of 100 Chinese young peoples and all of them were journalists. Most of them were journalists or the members of youth league. But in India they are sending students from here and there having no background of China or Chinese learning. Of course from JNU they are sending few peoples you know but out of 100 very few are with China background and I don’t know what the rest do. For them it’s a enjoyment trip for couple of weeks. Whereas in China they are very particular about it and all are suppose to write diaries, notes and submit reports to their governments. This is one way of collecting information about one country though they are staying in India for a very brief time but the job they are doing is really very good for the government. And from Indian side they are just going on a free ride enjoyment trip.   

Since you are teaching in JNU, just don’t teach textbooks let them understand China. They should have a complete understanding of China. Expose them to literature and history. 

We have revised about our course….

Forget about the course. Courses you can teach later. Question is to knowing the country, language and people. You se many things are not happening in this country because there is no will to do that. Basically the social and political will is lacking. 

So sir, tell me about your last trip to China and how long you stayed there? 

No I stayed there just for a week. I went only because they wanted me to come. My difficulty is that I can’t walk. In fact I was staying in University. So I met many peoples they used to come to discuss things with me. I said I am not interested in China. I am interested in Indian learning Chinese and that is more important to me than anything else. Chinese are very devoted in doing their things properly. They were nice to me. I said I couldn’t walk, even though they said you come. 

So you stayed in Beijing only. 

Yes. I stayed in University only I can’t even go to Beijing town. I was in University and University is very far. I lived in town and the place where I lived is gone now, everything is changed now and I don’t want to see that. 

It’s all a concrete jungle now. 

Yes, it’s all multi story buildings there. 

But I think the success of Chinese also related to their speed of catching with developed nations specially America and Europe. From Mao, Deng Xiaoping and till present generation they just want to catch up with the developed world. Especially these two ‘Phu’ and ‘Shang’ i.e. rich and power has been their dream from centuries. 

Chinese had always been very practical and they also very ambitious, ruthlessly ambitious.   

That Shang part may be Mao had realized that and that’s why he did what he wanted to? 

Chinese always wanted to be powerful only in case of Mao he organized the peoples. The problem with KMT was it started off well but later became very corrupt. Corrupt to an extent of impossible recoveries. Who so ever had the power was enjoying his life. So communists came up with change and Mao was very strict about it. Poverty was major issue and Mao prioritized it, others were opposed to it. But Mao said no we must eliminate it. But Mao was very dictatorial. Many people who opposed him he made them vanish. I mean he killed them. Deng Xiaoping was personally smarter. But Liu Shaoqi and Chou Enlie he used all of them very well. So many peoples were killed like that. Chou Enlie was virtually killed. He toed his base but he didn’t succeed.       

Any other experiences of your visits, conferences, and seminars etc in China…

Well I had attended so many conferences different time for different reasons and subjects. But I more enjoyed conversations with Taiwanese peoples. I was in Taiwan for many times. I was the friend of foreign minister. So foreign Minister invited me. At that time we could not go there because we did not recognize it. So he said I will give you a separate permission slip and you come. So I went there he was very nice. 

So you visited Taiwan how many times?   

Many times. But I did not reveal about it, because technically it was prohibited and I visited generally after 1970’s. Chinese ambassador to Korea and I, we became friends and later on he became a foreign Minister of Taiwan. Then he said Paranjape why don’t you come to Taiwan. I was going to Hong Kong and I just telephoned him. He said. I told him my passport is not valid I can’t come. He said don’t worry I will give you a chit you come here.

So that time they used to give a small chit, on which you can enter Taiwan?

Yes, problem was because we did not recognize Taiwan. His elder brother became my friend and so many other peoples I was acquainted with.  

Now do you have any association with Taiwan? 

No some people comes, few Taiwanese Journalists came recently. Pune is different place no one comes here. Delhi is a different place it’s a political center. The Russian and Chinese embassy was there so people used to come. But today that Chinese embassy is of no use. Taiwanese are good people. 

But in Chinese Embassy they have enhanced the strength in all departments, in political department, education and culture department. 

But they don’t flexibility of mind that is lacking. You can have any number of peoples. You still remain very stiff.

So teach Chinese as much you can and many different aspects of it. Chinese literature is very vast; Chinese Poetry is very vast. So new generations student must know all this. Thereby only you can improve the standard o JNU. Increase their background. Use reference books besides textbooks. 

So sir, how do you see the future of China?

China’s future is good. It’s a different world. Peoples are working there. In India no one works. 

So sir, in 1980 they have formulated a three stage strategy and by 2015 they should reach a level of medium level developed country like France and Italy. Do you think they will be able to achieve that target?

I think they will achieve that. You see China is already a big economy 

And they are about to replace the German economy.   

Gradually they will achieve it. The question is of Nation At Work. Our nation has no meaning and the luxuries of our knowledge are bad. 

So how do you see the future of Indo China Relations? Are you pessimistic or optimistic about the relations of India and China? 

At this stage very pessimistic. The bilateral relations are going to be influenced by what kind of governments we are going to have. In China the governments is fairly objective. But Indian approach is very vague and uncertain.

So do you see any kind of conflict between the two countries as happened in 1960? 

Could be. It may happen 

You feel that if China emerges stringer and India doesn’t progress at that pace then China could dominate and that could trigger any conflict. 

Yes, Chinese are not interested in dominating India abut certainly they simply brush us aside and we will reduce to one of irrelevant power in Asia. In areas of trade and commerce Chinese will beat you.  Our businessman’s are good but they do not have to governments support and they do not get that many opportunities. Moreover many of the Chinese business people are honest but Indians are dishonest and that is why our trade suffers because people don’t believe you. The reason for this is we don’t bother at the school and college level. Integrity is important in every aspect of life. 

Finally sir, what about the different China Studies communities in India, like JNU is one entity, DU is another entity, Vishwabharti is one entity and BHU is another entity….

We can have it in many places but are they performing up to the mark? In JNU you are there. DU they are battling there. Vishwabharti is nil. I know Vishwabharti it is useless. The person who teaches Chinese can hardly speak Chinese. Bengal is bad. 

But some good peoples are coming there, who had their language training in China and some really good peoples have joined there? 

Like whom? 

Abhijeet is there. He is good and he is very hard working also. Abhijeet Banarjee, he is Associate Professor now. He had his language training in Vishwabharti and then he stayed in China for couple of years and then he joined back Vishwabharti. Similarly in JNU in our department three new faculties are there but out of three I can say one is really good. 

What’s her name? 

Geeta Kochar, she was our student only. She studies in JNU only and then went to China for some years. She is quite energetic and good in Chinese Studies. She studies language and then she studies China’s agrarian situation. Other is in JNU is the same lot sir. Shabri is working on Post Mao literature. Rawat is there. He is working on literature but he has not yet completed his PhD. Hemant is there he is doing civil society of China.

Civil Society in China, I never heard of this. Well it sounds strange. 

Shabri is working on what? 

Shabri is working on literature. Post Mao literature and she is also doing something on Feminism in China. She is a feminist. 

Feminism in China in what way? 

She is working on female rights in 60’s 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. 

Feminism has grown considerably but I did no understand this Post Mao literature. 

I teach the history of Chinese literature and I have compiled one book History of Chinese literature with original text. 

From which period? 

From entire ancient period from (Chinese names)  .……………………………………
In our department there are not many peoples who know classical Chinese. Myself is the one because I had the training of classical Chinese in Peking University. 

You have Chinese faculty in your center? 

No we don’t have we don’t why they don’t give us?  

Who? 

UGC they don’t give us. 

You asked Vice Chancellor.

We have been asking since long time and urging them for that. 

At least one professor is important. You should have at least one. 

Vishwabharti has Chinese scholar, Delhi University has and JNU, which is the strongest center for Chinese language does not have. This is very surprising that JNU doesn’t have scholar from Mainland China. You should make use if him. 

Who is there is DU and Vishwabharti? 

Vishwabharti I don’t know. But in DU there is one scholar fro, South China.     

In Delhi University there is lot of unnecessary politics. It is all for Position Paisa, Power.

But what will you do with money and recognition. At the end life is useless I have come to the conclusion. Life is great mystery. I am very pessimistic. Our origin is unknown. Our objective is unknown. What are we here for? What do we live for? We live because we have life. I think about all these things for myself and I fee that it is nothing. 

Your thinking is important whether you are in America or in London. I went and asked Hawkins since I was interested in time, I asked what is time; he said why are you asking me? I said I am interested in time because I want to know what is time, is it anything? Is there anything? He said I don’t know. That is what I wanted to know. We don’t know what is time. So why are you writing on history of time when you don’t know what it is. Time is very important factor of life and yet it did not exist outside this world. Many peoples said they don’t know I said I know time doesn’t exist. So how do we explain? Time stops at particular moment.  

Well I would love to hear more commentaries when you were interpreting for Nehru and your interactions of Chinese leaders.,..

The question was Mao and Nehru did not get on. They were very different people. Mao was very different and Mao criticized Chou Enlie very badly. Chou Enlie did lot of good efforts towards India. Mao criticized him harshly in 1956. So many things happened that time. 

So what Chou was offering to India was not in conformity with Mao’s thinking?       

Yes, Mao raised too many questions and said you are just two steps away from rightists. It was a scathing attack. Mao never liked to Chou Enlie. He wanted to put him down. Chou Enlie always wanted to help him but Mao was very selfish. After Lin Dou dies Mao started again and this time started with his wife Jiang Qing. In 1976 he died and it was a worst death. 

I read one of your articles you know where you have evaluated Mao in two phases. In first phase till 1957 you have appreciated Mao and from 1956 onwards till 1976 was the totally negative evaluation of Mao. 

Mao did a great job for China till 1956 but after that he got the power and he changed completely. So he was very different man and dictatorial in nature.

So I think sir, we will stop here. Thank you very much. It was indeed pleasure and enlightening to talk to you.   

Thank you very much……

