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2.      Special emphasis is given to these issues in the People’s Republic of China.  These areas of increasing concern include:  the impact of shifting political economies to the development of social welfare systems; the implications of changing social welfare conditions for international relations and; a discussion of current and changing research methodology, statistics and assessment tools that are impacting the formation of future key research questions in international relations and the development of social welfare systems.

 
3.      Speech given by Professor Chih-yu Shih stresses two major points.
 
1)      Intervention in social work has not attended seriously to non-imposed, or non-top-down coaching of the correct way of the care taker to care the care receiver. The strength of the care receiver is largely ignored both in the literature and in the standard operating procedure of the street level care taking. Emerging research suggests that strength assessment is an extremely important thing to understand the efficacy of care receiver and has become a new mechanism of intervention dealing with care taking of the elderly. It begins with the assumption that care receivers, the elderly, are capable of taking care of themselves in one way or another, to the effect that they could enhance the efficacy of other care receivers as well as even care takers. In international relations, intervention on behalf of the local people to cope with suppression in failing states has not seriously considered the relevance of strength assessment. The proposed substitution of the notion of governability for governance is one step toward efficacy of the local people suffering suppression. Governability assumes the availability of local capacity for the restoration of order that moves beyond the on-going systemic suppression. Intervention that imposes the universal rule of international society very likely destroys the governability of the local society.
2)      Relationship between social workers and their patrons is the key to the success of social work. Relationship is likewise intrinsic to understanding the typical and ubiquitous asymmetries in international relations. Both questions the assumption of rational choice that human beings are goal-oriented actors. Goal-orientation is constantly disputed and negotiated wherever relationship is incurred as a metaphor that obscures the autonomous identity of individuals. Relationship can be an alternative to rational choice being the transcendental methodology of various social science fields.
